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(54) Solenoid control valve for a hydraulic control unit 



(57) A control valve for controlling fluid flow in a hy- 
draulic control unit of, for example, a vehicular brake 
system includes a tube. A flux cap is pressed onto one 
end of the tube. A flux ring pole is pressed onto an op- 
posite end of the tube. An armature is slidably received 
in the tube. A coil subassembly is provided about the 



tube, flux cap, and flux ring pole. A valve seat receives 
the flux ring pole. The valve seat is mounted in a bore 
of a hydraulic control unit of a vehicular brake system. 
Alternate embodiments using a "three piece" armature 
sleeve having a center non-magnetic section are also 
disclosed. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates in general to solenoid 
control valves, and in particular is concerned with a so- 
lenoid control valve mounted on a hydraulic control unit 
of, for example, an electronically controlled brake sys- 
tem. 

[0002] Electronically controlled brake systems for ve- 
hicles are well known. One type of electronically-con- 
trolled brake system includes a hydraulic control unit 
(HCU) connected in fluid communication between a 
master cylinder and a plurality of wheel brakes. The 
HCU includes a housing containing control valves and 
other components for selectively controlling hydraulic 
brake pressure at the wheel brakes. 
[0003] Control valves for HCU's are commonly 
formed as electronically actuated solenoid valves. A typ- 
ical solenoid valve includes a cylindrical armature slid- 
ably received in a flux tube or sleeve for movement rel- 
ative to a valve seat. A spring is used to bias the arma- 
ture in an open or closed position, thereby permitting or 
blocking fluid flow through the valve, respectively. A coil 
subassembly is provided about the flux tube. When the 
valve is energized, an electromagnetic flux generated 
by the coil subassembly slides the armature from the 
biased open or closed position to a closed or open po- 
sition, respectively. 

[0004] Control valves mounted on a HCU are actuat- 
ed by an electronic control module to provide desired 
braking functions such as anti-lock braking, traction con- 
trol, and vehicle stability control. 
[0005] It is desirable that a control valve provides fluid 
control in a manner proportional to the amount of current 
applied to the coil subassembly. Such proportional con- 
trol valves result in enhanced performance of an elec- 
tronically controlled brake system. Furthermore, it is de- 
sirable that a control valve be easily assembled to re- 
duce costs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] This invention relates to a control valve mount- 
ed on a hydraulic control unit. The control valve, in one 
embodiment, includes a subassembly formed by press- 
ing together a flux cap, a tube, and a flux ring pole. In 
this embodiment, the control valve is easy to assembly 
and does not require laser welding, brazing, or precision 
machining of thin sections. The control valve provides 
enhanced magnetic performance and low hysteresis. 
[0007] In a preferred embodiment, a control valve for 
controlling fluid flow in a hydraulic control unit of a ve- 
hicular brake system includes a tube. A flux cap is 
pressed onto one end of the tube. A flux ring pole is 
pressed onto an opposite end of the tube. An armature 
is slidably received in the tube. A coil subassembly is 
provided about the tube, flux cap, and flux ring pole. A 



valve seat receives the flux ring pole. The valve seat is 
mounted in a bore of a hydraulic control unit of a vehic- 
ular brake system. 

[0008] Alternate embodiments of the control valve in- 
5 elude "three piece" armature sleeves having a center 
section formed of a non-magnetic material such as 
stainless steel, for example. The three pieces can be 
secured together by friction welding, brazing, or by a 
powdered metal process. 
10 [0009] This control valve is particularly adapted to be 
mounted in a bore of a housing of a hydraulic control 
unit of an electronically controlled vehicular brake sys- 
tem. 

[0010] Various objects and advantages of this inven- 
ts tion will become apparent to those skilled in the art from 
the following detailed description of the preferred em- 
bodiment, when read in light of the accompanying draw- 
ings. 



[0011] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a vehicular 
braking system according to the present invention illus- 
trating a hydraulic control unit including a normally open 
control valve, a normally closed control valve, an accu- 
mulator, and a pump. 

[0012] FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view through a 
portion of the hydraulic control unit of FIG. 1 illustrating 
a normally open control valve according to this inven- 
tion. 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an armature re- 
moved from the normally, open control valve of FIG. 2 
for clarity of illustration. 

[0014] FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 show alternate embodiments 
of a "three piece" armature sleeve wherein the center is 
constructed from a non-magnetic material. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[001 5] A vehicular brake system with which a solenoid 
valve according to this invention can be used is indicat- 
ed generally at 10 in FIG. 1. System 10 includes valves 
and other components described below to provide an 
anti-lock braking function. In other embodiments, sys- 
tem 10 can also include components to provide traction 
control and/or vehicle stability control functions. In yet 
other embodiments, system 10 can be formed as an 
electronic brake management system. 
[0016] The brake system 10 includes a brake pedal 
12 connected to a master cylinder 14 for providing pres- 
surized brake fluid to a plurality of wheel brakes 1 6, only 
one of which is shown. The wheel brake 16 is illustrated 
as a disc brake. However, the wheel brake 16 may be 
any type found on vehicles including a drum brake. 
[0017] The brake system 10 also includes a hydraulic 
control unit (HCU) 18 connected in fluid communication 
between the master cylinder 14 and each wheel brake 
16. The HCU 18 includes a housing 19 having bores for 



20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



2 



EP1 118 518 A2 



receiving control valves and other components de- 
scribed below. Fluid conduits are provided between the 
bores to provide fluid communication between the 
valves and other components. For purposes of clarity of 
illustration, only one set of components are illustrated in 5 
FIG. 1 . Typically, however, the HCU 18 also houses cor- 
responding components for other circuits and/or wheels 
of the vehicle. 

[0018] The HCU 18 includes a normally open control 
valve 20, commonly known as an isolation valve, dis- 
posed between the master cylinder 14 and the wheel 
brake 16, at least one low pressure accumulator 22, a 
normally closed control valve 24, commonly known as 
a dump valve, disposed between the wheel brake 16 
and the low pressure accumulator 22, and a hydraulic 
pump 26 connected between the low pressure accumu- 
lator 22 and an inlet to control valve 20. The HCU 18 
may also include other fluid flow devices such as an at- 
tenuator (not illustrated), depending upon the system 
design. Control valve 20 is preferably formed as a pro- 
portional solenoid valve switchable between two posi- 
tions. Control valve 24 is preferably formed as a sole- 
noid valve switchable between two positions. Valves 20 
and 24, as well as pump 26, are electrically connected 
to an electronic control module (not illustrated) and op- 
erated to provide desired system braking in a well- 
known manner. 

[0019] An enlarged sectional view of the isolation 
valve 20 mounted on the housing 19 is illustrated in FIG. 
2. The isolation valve 20 is received in a bore 30 formed 
in the housing 19 and retained by an annular lip 32 pro- 
vided by any desired means. As described below in de- 
tail, the isolation valve 20 includes an armature 34 bi- 
ased away from a valve seat 36 when the valve 20 is 
not energized. When the valve 20 is energized and pro- 
duces an electromagnetic flux, the armature 34 is pulled 
toward the valve seat 36 to reduce fluid flow through the 
valve 20. At a closed position, the armature 34 is pulled 
into contact with the valve seat 36 to block fluid flow 
through the valve 20. 

[0020] The valve seat 36 is a generally cylindrical el- 
ement including an annular flange 40. The flange 40 
rests on a step 31 of the bore 30. An axial inlet fluid pas- 
sage 42 is formed in the valve seat 36. Preferably, a filter 
assembly 44 is provided at an inlet of the inlet fluid pas- 
sage 42. A substantially planar surface 46 forms a seat 
at the terminus of the inlet fluid passage 42. Outlet pas- 
sages 48 are formed in the valve seat 36 radially out- 
bound of the inlet fluid passage 42. 
[0021] A flux cap 50, a tube 52, and a flux ring pole 
54 are pressed together to form a subassembly. Prefer- 
ably, the flux cap 50 includes a projecting stop 56 and 
a hollow, cylindrical portion 57. The tube 52 is a hollow, 
cylindrical element. The flux ring pole 54 is a generally 
cylindrical, hollow element having an outer radial flange 
58. The tube 52 and flux cap 50 are sized so that flux 
cap 50 is pressed onto the tube 52 and retained by an 
interference or press fit, thus eliminating the need for 



laser welding or the like. The combined flux cap 50 and 
tube 52 are pressed onto the flux ring pole 54. The ar- 
mature 34 is slidably inserted into the tube 52. 
[0022] The flux ring pole 52 is pressed or fitted onto 
the valve seat 36 and engages an outer surface of the 
flange 40. The lip 32 is formed over an outer surface of 
the flange 58. A spring 60 is positioned between the ar- 
mature 34 and the valve seat 36. In an unenergized 
state of the isolation valve 20, the spring 60 forces the 
armature 34 away from the valve seat 36. 
[0023] The armature 34 includes a stop protrusion 62 
at one end and a seat protrusion 64 at an opposite end. 
The stop protrusion 62 is aligned to contact the stop 56 
of the flux cap 50. The seat protrusion 64 is aligned to 
contact the seat surface 46 of the valve seat 36. Prefer- 
ably, each of the protrusions 62 and 64 terminate in a 
substantially planar surface. 

[0024] A coil subassembly 70 is fitted about the flux 
cap 50, tube 52, and flux ring pole 54. The coil sub- 
assembly 70 includes a coil 72 received in a casing 74. 
Terminal ends 76A and 76B of the coil 72 project through 
respective openings in the casing 74 and are electrically 
connected to an electronic control unit (not illustrated). 
A flux ring 78 is fitted into an open end of the casing 74 
to retain the coil 72. The coil 72, casing 74, and flux ring 
78 are pressed onto outer surfaces of the flux cap 50 
and flux ring pole 54. 

[0025] Preferably, a lip seal 80 is fitted into a respec- 
tive groove formed in the valve seat 36. Preferably, an 
O-ring 82 is provided between flanges 40 and 58. Seals 
80 and 82 prevent fluid from leaking about the isolation 
valve 20. 

[0026] In a first embodiment of the isolation valve 20, 
a proportional control valve for electronically controlled 
brake systems is provided. The tube 52 can be formed 
a desired length of a ferromagnetic material such as a 
thin wall steel tube. The flux cap 50 and flux ring pole 
54 are formed from ferromagnetic materials. As stated 
above, elements 50, 52, and 54 can be pressed together 
to form a subassembly. As internal hydraulic pressure 
increases inside the isolation valve 20, radial forces in- 
crease proportionally to resist the proportionally in- 
creasing hydraulic axial forces. Alternatively, elements 
50, 52, and 54 can be held together by nickel brazing. 
The tube 52 is electroless nickel plated and then furnace 
heated to form a nickel braze. 

[0027] In a second embodiment of the isolation valve 
20, a proportional control valve for electronically control- 
led brake systems is provided The tube 52 is formed 
from a desired length of a non-magnetic material such 
as a thin wall stainless steel tube. The magnetic circuit 
of such a proportional control valve is formed through 
the ferromagnetic flux cap 50 and flux ring pole 54. The 
armature 34 can be made on either a screw machine or 
centerless grinder and then coated with a low friction, 
low wear coating. This proportional control valve has low 
hysteresis and can be formed for relatively low cost. 
[0028] When the control valve 20 is not energized, the 
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spring 60 biases the armature 34 away from the valve 
seat 36 in an open position, as illustrated in FIG. 2. The 
stop protrusion 64 is spaced from the seat 46 so that 
fluid can flow from the inlet fluid passage 42 to outlet 
passages 48 formed in the valve seat 36. The position 
of the armature 34 is varied towards valve opening (sep- 
aration of the stop protrusion 64 and the seat 46) in pro- 
portion to a pressure differential between the inlet fluid 
passage 42 and the outlet passages 48 of the valve 20. 
[0029] When the valve 20 is energized, current in the 
coil 72 creates an electromagnetic force that attracts the 
armature 34 against the force of the spring 60. When 
the stop protrusion 64 contacts the seat 46, the valve 
20 achieves a closed position so that no fluid can flow 
from the inlet fluid passage 42 to outlet passages 48. 
The position of the armature 34 is varied towards the 
closed position in proportion to the magnitude of current 
through the coil 72. 

[0030] Preferably, the valve seat 36 is not part of the 
magnetic circuit created when the control valve 20 is en- 
ergized. The valve seat 36 does not have to be formed 
from a ferromagnetic material since it is not part of the 
magnetic circuit. The valve seat 36 can be formed from 
a moldable material such as plastic. 
[0031] FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 illustrate additional alternate 
embodiments of a "three piece" armature sleeve where- 
in the center section is constructed from a non-magnetic 
material such as stainless steel to enhance the magnet- 
ic performance of the solenoid valve. 
[0032] In particular, FIG. 4 shows an armature sleeve 
100 wherein a center non-magnetic stainless steel sec- 
tion 102 is friction welded at 104 to a flux cap 106, and 
is friction welded at 108 to a flux ring pole 110. The flux 
cap 106 and the flux ring pole 110 can be constructed 
of a ferromagnetic material such as SAE J403 1215 
steel. 

[0033] FIG. 5 shows an armature sleeve 112 wherein 
a center non-magnetic stainless steel section 1 1 4 is pro- 
vided with an upper recessed end 114a for receiving a 
reduced diameter lower portion 116a of a flux cap 116, 
and a lower recessed end 114b for receiving a reduced 
diameter upper portion 118a of a flux ring pole 118. 
[0034] FIG. 6 shows an armature sleeve 119 pro- 
duced by a powdered metal process and having three 
"zones": a first flux cap upper zone 120, a second, non- 
magnetic center zone 122, and a third flux ring pole low- 
er zone 124. The center zone 122 is constructed of a 
non-magnetic metal powder such as stainless steel 304. 
The upper and lower zones 1 20 and 1 24 are constructed 
of a suitable ferrous material. 

[0035] In accordance with the provisions of the patent 
statutes, the principle and mode of operation of this in- 
vention have been explained and illustrated in its pre- 
ferred embodiments. While the control valve 20 has 
been illustrated in a particular brake system, it may be 
particularly advantageous in an electro-hydraulic brake 
system (EHB). However, it must be understood that this 
invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifical- 



ly explained and illustrated without departing from its 
spirit or scope. 



5 Claims 

1. A solenoid control valve for controlling fluid flow in 
a hydraulic control unit comprising: 

a flux cap; 
a flux ring pole; 

a center section connecting said flux cap and 
said flux ring pole; 

said flux cap, said center section, and said flux 
ring pole cooperating to form an armature 
sleeve subassembly; 

an armature slidably received in the armature 
sleeve subassembly; 

a coil subassembly provided about the arma- 
ture sleeve subassembly; and 
a valve seat receiving the flux ring pole, where- 
in the valve seat is mounted in a bore of the 
hydraulic control unit. 

The control valve defined in claim 1 wherein the flux 
cap, the center section, and the flux ring pole are 
all formed from a ferromagnetic material. 

The control valve defined in claim 1 wherein the 
center section is formed from a non-ferromagnetic 
material, and the flux cap and the flux ring pole are 
formed from a ferromagnetic material. 

The control valve defined in claim 1 wherein the flux 
cap includes a projecting stop. 

The control valve defined in claim 4 wherein the ar- 
mature includes a stop protrusion that cooperates 
with the projecting stop of the flux cap. 

The control valve defined in claim 1 wherein the 
valve seat includes an inlet fluid passage terminat- 
ing in a seat. 

The control valve defined in claim 6 wherein the ar- 
mature includes a seat protrusion that cooperates 
with the seat of the valve seat. 

The control valve defined in claim 1 wherein the flux 
ring pole is a generally cylindrical element having 
an outer radial flange. 

The control valve defined in claim 1 wherein said 
center section is a tube, and said flux cap is pressed 
onto one end of said tube, and said flux ring pole is 
pressed onto the opposite end of said tube. 

10. The control valve defined in claim 3 wherein said 



15 



20 



25 2. 



3. 

30 

4. 

35 

5. 

40 

6. 



45 7. 



8. 

50 

9. 

55 



4 



EP1 118 518 A2 



center section is secured to said flux cap and said 
flux ring pole by friction welding. 

11. The control valve defined in claim 3 wherein said 
center section is secured to said flux cap and said 5 
flux ring pole by brazing. 

12. The control valve defined in claim 3 wherein said 
center section is secured to said flux cap and said 
flux ring pole by a powdered metal process. 10 
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